Cellular immuno-competence of infected root canal contents in pathogenesis of periapical lesions.
The soluble fractions of infected root canal contents (IRCC) were collected from about 300 human extracted teeth and examined for the presence of mononuclear cell (MNC) chemotaxis and cellular immunocompetence. IRCC showed remarkable chemotactic activity for polymorphonuclear leukocytes but a weak activity for MNC. However, generation of intrinsic MNC chemotaxis and induction of cellular immunity were confirmed in rats given repeated injections of IRCC.